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Osama offered to buy votes for Nawaz: Qazi

ISLAMABAD, March 18: Jamaat-i-Islami chief Qazi Hussain Ahmed has revealed that 

Osama bin Laden had offered to buy loyalties of legislators to see Mian Nawaz Sharif 

as prime minister. In an interview appearing in the magazine of an Urdu newspaper on 

Sunday, Qazi Hussain Ahmed said that Osama had visited the JI headquarters 

Mansoora and wanted to strike an agreement with the Jamaat but the suggestion was 

declined by him.

Excerpts of the interview were published by the newspaper on Saturday.

Qazi said he had met Osama several times in the past.

However, the JI on Saturday clarified that meetings between the JI amir and Osama in 

Peshawar and Lahore were held in days when the Al Qaeda leader was staying in 

Peshawar.

Recalling political events that took place when Mr Sharif?s Pakistan Muslim League

and JI were components of the then Islami Jamhoori Ittehad, Qazi said Osama was a big

supporter of IJI and Nawaz Sharif and wanted to see him Pakistan?s prime minister.

?Bin Laden was prepared to pay for buying parliamentarians? votes to achieve this

objective,? said Qazi Hussain Ahmed, who also heads the Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal.

He said a delegation sent by Osama had visited him in Peshawar and conveyed that they

wanted cooperation from JI but ?we declined the request?.

In a statement issued on Saturday, a JI spokesman said that excerpts from interview

were published in the daily and presented on a private TV channel in such a manner

that they were creating confusion in the minds of people.?PPI
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